and Pythagoras. Stogumber represents the hating and the hunting
instincts of the mob, and their facile sentimentality,

An examination of the character grouping in the play is necessary
to understand its full significance. Saint Joan, is the Positive
Political Character in the play. On the one side stand the perse-
cutors of St. Joan. The French Nationalists, her friends, stand
on the other. The Dauphin is representative of the second group.
He is disillusioned about the good people. The Executioner
represents the private, average individual. He says:

The Executioner.

And   after a//,   my first duty   is to   my
wife and children.1

Against this background of every day, practical, sensible people,
stands Joan, the saint, who carries the burden of the sorrows of
the world on her back. She sorrows at her loneliness, but is not
deterred by it. Her sword is sacred and she may not strike a
blow with it. Her heart is full of courage, not of anger.2

To move from St. Joan to In Good King Charters Golden
Days is a descent from the heroic to the commonplace, from
the force that overturns political and religious systems, to some-
thing that does minor political repairs. In Good King Charles's
Golden Days is a typical Shavian play in which the Positive
Characters clash with the Negative Characters on the level of
debate. But King Charles is the star-Positive Character in the
play. He realizes that his father's business is abolished in England
and that he is a less important person than Jack the Fish-
hawker; and the realization helps him to become the best-mannered
man in England. Maid Sally certifies that he is " not a person
you could shut the door in the face of," but at the same time
very condescending. Though a king, he gives a humourous
precedence to George Fox in entering Newton's house. He
also gives him precedence in the transaction of business:

1.    St. Joan, p. 1009. I.e.

2.    Ibid, p. 977. 2.c.
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